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When cop-turned-private inves-
tigator Nina Hobson started
peeling back the layers of  a busi-
ness called Bux Global she
quickly knew it was “game on”.

Up to a $100 million of  inves-
tors’ money was in the hands of
a company that had previously
tried to do a deal with the Cen-
tral Bank of  Iran in breach of US
sanctions against the sponsor of
international terrorism.

On a separate matter, Bux
founder Raymond Webber and
his son Andrew had popped up
on an Interpol arrest warrant.

And if  that was not enough,
some of  the people promoting
shares in Bux — a mobile phone
app for transferring money —
were the same names behind the
Firepower fuel pill scandal that
cost investors millions of  dol-
lars.

“For me, Bux started with one
investor contacting me and ask-
ing if  I could get his money
back,” Hobson told The Weekend
West. “It started like that, but
once I got into it I realised we
were only touching the tip of  the
iceberg.”

A copy of  the company’s share
registry threw up high-profile
names like former cricketer
Greg Matthews, football star
Mark Ricciuto and boxing cham-
pion Danny Green.

Behind the scenes was the
name of  Perth businessman
John Kizon, who later claimed
his only involvement was in try-
ing to recover money for some
investors.

“With what I could see about
Bux, and when your newspaper
started writing stories about
what was going on, I am amazed
that authorities haven’t moved
sooner on Bux,” she said.

Hobson, 48, has felt frustra-
tion and seen inaction before.

The director of  Perth-based
Owl Investigations began her
career as a police officer in her
native England, when she joined
the constabulary in Leicester-
shire in the late 1980s.

It was a far cry from her child-
hood dream of  acting, but the
two professions would converge.

“Being a policewoman back
then was pretty tough,” she
recalled. “There was a lot of  sex-
ism, but I learnt to accept the
banter. You did have to work har-
der as a female to be accepted.”

Before reaching the age of  20,
Hobson was on the beat and ex-
periencing the sort of  crime
scenes that make a young cop
grow up fast.

“My first dead body was hor-
rific,” she said. “I was 19 at that
point and a young boy had gone
to the top of  a church and blown

his head off. I was first on the
scene and will remember it for
the rest of  my life.”

Hobson went on to detective
school and joined the child pro-
tection unit investigating paedo-
philes, child killers and other
abuses against children. 

She admits it left her question-
ing human nature and the sys-
tem that was supposed to deliver
justice for victims.

“I remember one case of  a
very wealthy man who abused
three children in his family,”

Hobson explained. “I knew he
was guilty, but he was able to
afford an incredible Queen’s
Counsel lawyer and got away
with it. That has you start ques-
tioning yourself  and the job.
There was another case where a
guy had broken the arm of  his
nine-month-old baby and I
couldn’t bring myself  to look at
him and asked another officer to
take over the interview.”

Then came the biggest twist in
Hobson’s life. She had postponed
her police career to have chil-
dren and in the mid-2000s
returned to the job.

But she was not back in uni-
form just to catch criminals. 

She was secretly working
undercover for a British televi-
sion network to expose major
problems inside the police.

“I had gone to a producer with
an idea and offered to rejoin the

police with cameras to expose
some of  the issues with policing
and the attitudes of  some po-
lice,” she said. “It was very
risky.”

Surveillance cameras had
been built into her stab vest and
she went about capturing vision
that resulted in the Channel 4
Dispatches program titled
Undercover Cop.

Hobson had gathered evi-
dence of  police officers ignoring
a radio call to attend a rape in
progress because they were
about to start their dinner
break.

She also filmed as police drove
past an injured man on the side
of  the road because they wanted
to get to a football match.

Some in the police hierarchy
were furious with Hobson’s
deception, but she ended up
being nominated as a candidate
for UK Woman of  the Year
because her undercover work
shone a light on attitudes that
needed to change.

Using her police and acting
skills, Hobson quit the uniform
and worked on a number of
undercover-style television pro-
grams before moving to Austra-
lia and working in private
investigations.

She regularly travels overseas
investigating fraud cases for
companies and individuals who
were either duped or should
have known better.

But she has another reason to
justify spending plenty of  time
in the US.

Her son Harrison is on the
cusp of  signing up as a profes-
sional American footballer and
her daughter Amy is doing well
in Hollywood pursuing the act-
ing career Hobson abandoned
for the thin blue line.

“I love my job and I know it
would never have come about if I
hadn’t joined the police force all
those years ago,” she said. 
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Nina Hobson on graduation day.

There was a lot of sexism. You did have
to work harder as a female.
British police officer turned investigator Nina Hobson 


